Press release

The 2011 Provea report detects stagnation of the struggle against poverty and improvement of the civil and political rights situation

(Caracas 07.12.2011) During the presentation of its 23rd annual report on the human rights situation in Venezuela, for the period October 2010-Spetember 2011, the Venezuelan Education and Action on Human Rights Program (Provea, in its Spanish acronym) highlighted that during this period of analysis several civil and political rights indicators improved whereas economic, social and cultural rights remain stagnated. This confirms the alarm concerning the stagnation of public policies against poverty raised by the organization. 

The amount of cases relating to civil and political rights has shown a significant decrease. In the diagnosis of the right to personal safety, for example, the identified violations dropped by 52%. In the standard of torture alone, there was a drop of 44.45%. The identified decrease extends to other rights such as personal freedom which dropped 228%, and the right to life which dropped 27% in regard to the previous year. As regard the right to Public Safety, 905 less cases of homicide were counted, being the official number 13,080 homicides in 2010. As stated by Marino Alvarado, General Coordinator of Provea, “this improvement could be a consequence of the Police Reform Process, which gives us reasons to be optimistic that there will be a progressive diminution of human rights violations committed by police officers; and that in cases where this occurs there is a greater chance for such violations to be investigated and sanctioned”. Nevertheless Provea warned that in order to refer to this as a trend, there needs to be a drop in the violations of different human rights for a period of five consecutive years. Furthermore, the situation concerning imprisoned people, freedom of expression, freedom of assembly, and freedom of participation continue to show worrying signs.
In contrast, with the exception of Social Security, public investment in social policies was lower than that of last year; this had a bearing on the stagnation of the different social missions. The situation regarding economic, social and cultural rights continues to show signs of regression, thus confirming the alarm raised by Provea in 2010 about the halt of the struggle against poverty. As for housing, the government has built the third lowest amount of houses in 12 years, that being 15,516. Despite the announcement of the Gran Misión Vivienda Venezuela, there is no national plan for environment rehabilitation and construction with well defined goals and regulations in the short, medium, and long-term. With respect to the right to land, five campesinos were murdered allegedly due to conflicts related to the agrarian reform process. Neither an Organic Law on Health that fights the inefficiency and inequity of the public healthcare system has been enacted, nor has the 2011 goal of assigning 10% of GDP to public healthcare been reached. Besides, the shortage of medical staff is evident. According to the National Institute of Statistics 56.2% of employed people in Venezuela are part of the formal sector, and 8.3% of the financially active population is unemployed. The high number of murders of union leaders connected to work posts assignments is persistent, during the observed period of time 36 murders were counted. Moreover, the trend of violation of union liberties continues: public condemnation by public servants, public or private threats, criminal prosecution, precautionary measures pronounced by penal judges forbidding union leader’s proximity to the work site, dismissal threats against workers who participate in assemblies, prohibition to have assemblies in working hours, and wrongful dismissals. 
This social rights situation takes place when one of the great advances of President Chavez’s government, reduction of poverty, does not show the vigor of earlier years. Whilst, according to the national institute of statistics (INE, in its Spanish acronym), during the first semester of 2007 there were 8,717,639 people living in poverty, during the first semester of 2011 that number jumped to 9,365,895. An increase of 325,565 people now living in poverty is evident when comparing the numbers for 2010 and 2011. The lack of governmental response to the people on regards to the fulfillment of basic needs has stirred conflicts throughout the country; an average of 14.4 daily demonstrations has been registered, 61% of these were for social demands. These demands, in order of importance, were: labor rights, right to adequate housing, and right to public safety. 
Provea’s 2011 report included special research on the Universal Periodic Review, given that Venezuela underwent this process for the first time. However, the sectarianism with which the government carried out this process prevented rapprochement and joint work with a part of civil society experienced in the matters of human rights and development. The government assumed this process as a battle in which it sought to defeat “empire paid NGOs”. Besides, it continued its defamatory campaign against the International System of Protection of Human Rights and reiterated its desire to establish a parallel system. 
Rafael Uzcátegui, Provea’s Research Coordinator, stated that: “the respect for human rights in Venezuela has weakened due to the undemocratic passing of several laws that breach the Constitution and impose the project of ‘21st Century Socialism’”. 
Provea restated the need for dialogue in Venezuela between state institutions and human rights organizations to design public policies that allow the overcoming of existent deficit and the strengthening of positive policies. Provea’s spokespersons added that the results of the 2011 Annual Report can be downloaded from the organization’s website: http://www.derechos.org.ve
